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Typefaces and typography are never 
designed in a vacuum. Practical 
and commercial motivations prevail 
but social and political rationales 
are never far away. Type design and 
typography are routinely informed by 
conscious and unconscious contexts 
that change with time.  

Steven Heller, The meanings of Type (2003)



Univers typeface

Adrian Frutiger
1955



Designs for the 
Munich Olympics

Otl Aicher  
& team
1972



Munich Olympics
poster

Otl Aicher  
& team
1972



Munich Olympics
pictograms

Otl Aicher
1972



neutrality

neutrality

neutrality



The Royal 
Tenenbaums

Wes Anderson
2001



Drawings for 
Futura

Paul Renner
c. 1925



Universal alphabet

Herbert Bayer 
1926



How Long Do 
Animals Live? 

Isotype chart
1939



2001: A Space Odyssey
poster 

Robert McCall 
1968



Your Body is a 
Battleground

Barbara Kruger
1989



Dubonnet
poster triptych

A.M. Cassandre
1932



Pivolo Aperitif

poster
A.M. Cassandre
1925



L’Atlantique 

poster
A.M. Cassandre
1931



Peignot

A.M. Cassandre
1937



Typography is the craft of endowing 
human language with a durable 
visual form, and thus with an 
independent existence.

Robert Bringhurst, The Elements  
of Typographic Style (1992)



The Road

Cormac McCarthy
2006



Typography exists to honour content. 

Robert Bringhurst, The Elements  
of Typographic Style (1992)



Typography exists to honour 
content? 



Letterforms that honour and 
elucidate what humans see and say 
deserve to be honoured in their turn. 
Well-chosen words deserve well-
chosen letters; these in turn deserve 
to be set with affection, intelligence, 
knowledge and skill. Typography is 
a link, and it ought, as a matter of 
honour, courtesy and pure delight, to 
be as strong as others in the chain.   

Robert Bringhurst, The Elements  
of Typographic Style (1992)



Typography is to literature 
as musical performance is to 
composition: an essential act 
of interpretation, full of endless 
opportunities for insight or 
obtuseness.   

Robert Bringhurst, The Elements  
of Typographic Style (1992)



Jewish Museum, 
Berlin

Daniel Libeskind
2001



Daniel Libeskind 

Cornel Windlin
poster
1994





Die Frau Ohne Namen
film poster

Jan Tschichold
1927



The break with the old typography 
made complete by the new 
movement, means nothing less  
than the total discarding of 
decorative concepts and the turn  
to functional design.  

Jan Tschichold, The New Typography (1928)



Poster for The 
Professional 
Photographer 
exhibition

Jan Tschichold
1938



Laster Der Menschheit
film poster

Jan Tschichold
1927





Cavellini Collection

Armin Hofmann
poster
1958



Young Dutch Sculptors

Armin Hofmann
poster
1960



Fernand Léger/
Alexander Calder

Armin Hofmann
poster
1957



Typecon 2007 
poster

Marian Bantjes
2007



Puzzle Special 
Guardian 
supplement

Marian Bantjes
2007



Cover for Typografische 
Monatsblatter No. 5

Wolfgang Weingart
1973



Hiroshima
1945



Hiroshima poster 

Wim Crouwel
1957



Floor Burger

Claes 
Oldenburg
1962



SMA catalogue 472 

Wim Crouwel
1970



Out of Print
poster

Ralph Schraivogel
2003



Archigram poster

Ralph Schraivogel
1993



Woody Allen poster

Ralph Schraivogel
1998



Ralph Schraivogel Plakate
poster

Ralph Schraivogel
1998



Untitled, from  
the series  
Typed Writings

Mira Schendel
1974



Untitled, from  
the series  
Typed Writings

Mira Schendel
1974


